TO-MORROW

laziness of mine should deprive me of an opportunity of making
my fortune : I set to work immediately, and astonished my
friend by the facility with which I made verses. It was my
custom to retire from the noisy apartments of our palace to a
sort of alcove, at the end of a long gallery, in one of the outer
courts, where our corps of artillery used to parade. After their
parade was over, the place was perfectly quiet and solitary for
the remainder of the day and night. I used to sit up late,
writing ; and one fine moonlight night, I went out of my alcove
to walk in the gallery, while I composed some lines on our great
queen Elizabeth. I could not finish the last couplet to my
fancy: I sat down upon an artificial rock, which was in the
middle of the court, leaned my head upon my hand, and as I
was searching for an appropriate rhyme to gloryr, fell fast asleep.
A noise like that of a most violent clap of thunder awakened
me; I was thrown with my face flat upon the ground.

When I recovered my senses, the court was filled with
persons, some European, some Chinese, seemingly just risen
from their beds, with lanterns and torches in their hands ; all of
them with faces of consternation, asking one another what had
happened. The ground was covered with scattered fragments
of wooden pillars, mats, and bamboo cane-work; I looked and
saw that one end of the gallery in which I had been walking,
and the alcove, were in ruins. There was a strong smell of
gunpowder. I now recollected that I had borrowed a powder-
horn from one of the soldiers in the morning; and that I had
intended to load my pistols, but I delayed doing so. The horn,
full of gunpowder, lay upon the table in the alcove all day, and
the pistols, out of which I had shaken the old priming. When
I went out to walk in the gallery, I left the candle burning;
and I suppose during my sleep a spark fell upon the loose
gunpowder, set fire to that in the horn, and blew up the alcove.
It was built of light wood and cane, and communicated only
with a cane-work gallery; otherwise the mischief would have
been more serious. As it was, the explosion had alarmed
not only all the ambassador's suite, who lodged in the palace,
but many of the Chinese in the neighbourhood, who could not
be made to comprehend how the accident had happened.

Reproaches from all our own people were poured upon me
without mercy ; and, in the midst of my contrition, I had not
for some time leisure to lament the loss of all my kings of
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